[The mapping of spike-wave discharges in WAG/Rij rats (a genetic strain of absence epilepsy)].
The electrical activity of different cortical areas was recorded in 37 WAG/Rij rats under conditions of chronic experiment. The typical for absence epilepsy spike-wave discharges occur in EEG of all the animals of the strain. The average amplitude distribution maps were constructed based on the recording of two main components of the spike-wave discharge. The most frequently occurring discharges of 5-9 s in duration were taken for map construction. Separate maps were constructed for the beginning and for the end a discharge. It was shown that at the beginning of a discharge the maximum of spike amplitude was localized in the frontal cortical area in the site of localization of the eye, vibrissa and chewing movement centers. At the same time, the wave was better pronounced in the occipital cortical areas. At the end of a discharge spike amplitude diminished and the cortical square over which it was manifested was cut down. On the contrary, at the end of a discharge were amplitude increased and the area of its distinct recording spread to the frontal cortical areas. The wave amplitude maximum was observed over the cortical areas 17. The obtained evidence suggest the relatively independent spatio-temporal dynamics of the two main components of the spike-wave discharge complex.